
The Top 5 Highest Selling Banksy Artworks
Without question the most famous street artist in the world, and certainly among its most controversial, the elusive Banksy has remained an enigma 
for more than 30-years now.

Originating in Bristol, the still unidentified figure spent his teenage years as a member of one of the city?s many graffit i crews, before his career went 
stratospheric in the early 2000s.

Today his work? equal parts politics, pop culture, satire and philosophy, all undershot with a wickedly dark humour? can be found hanging in the 
finest art galleries, as well as popping up unannounced in public spaces, being used to draw attention to vital issues around the globe. His 
multi-layered stencilled images have called us to focus on subjects as diverse as sweatshop exploitation, climate change, and even a stunning protest 
at the value being placed on his own art.

And, to that end, the amount of money his work now commands is extraordinary. While only the lucky few are fortunate enough to possess unique 
works, even limited edition screen prints can command hundreds of thousands at auction, and prices are rising rapidly year after year.
With such a steep and swift increase, owners can quickly find themselves under insured should the worst happen, which is why regular valuations 
are always recommended.

Any Banksy painting is a great investment, but the five pieces outlined below represent the highest figures achieved for the artist?s work.

?It appears we just got Banksy-ed!?, was the somewhat philosophical 
response of Alex Branczik, Senior Director at Sotheby?s, after one of the 
most surprising moments the art world has seen in recent years.

Girl With Ballon is a mural graffit i created by Banksy in 2002, depicting a 
monochrome little girl letting go of a red heart-shaped balloon? a 
charming representation of love, innocence and hope which was voted 
Britain?s most popular image in 2017.

The painting went on sale the following year where, after several 
minutes of furious bidding, the hammer dropped on a total of 
£1,130,000.

But the story doesn?t end there. Within seconds, the shocked crowd 
inside Sotheby?s watched in horror as the piece slowly descended 
through a shredder Banksy had installed in the bottom of the frame, 
leaving the lower half of the work chopped into a dozen strips.It was a 
criticism by the painter over the enormous prices his creations have 
started to command, the antithesis of his roots as a street artist. 
However, as is the way of things in the rarefied sphere of art collecting, 
experts consider the half-destructed work to now be worth even more.

Girl With Balloon
£1,130,000

Vote To Love
£1,155,000

Topical social commentary has often informed Banksy?s work. Only 
recently, he donated a piece named Game Changer, featuring a child 
playing with a superhero nurse doll, to the Southampton General 
Hospital as a tribute to the incredible work being carried out by 
healthcare professionals during the COVID-19 crisis.

Back in 2016, with the U.K in the grips of the Brexit campaign, Banksy 
re-imagined a UKIP ?Vote to Leave? poster, placing a heart-shaped red 
balloon into the composition, patched up with crisscrossed sticking 
plasters. Appearing to have drifted in front of the placard?s slogan, it 
changes the word ?leave? to ?love?.

Simple, striking and with a message of optimism, the artist initially set a 
reserve price of £350,000,000 on the piece when it went on sale at 
Sotheby?s in February this year, an ironic reference to the infamous 
message on the side of the UKIP campaign bus, which promised that 
amount to the NHS every week.

It eventually reached £1,155,000, nearly twice its estimated selling 
price.



The man not concerned with vandalizing a Da Vinci turned his attention 
to another legendary artist?s works in 2007.

Keep it Spotless is a defacing of Damien Hirst?sPharmaceutica, a massive 
canvas depicting hundreds of brightly coloured spots in regimented 
sequence. In Banksy?s version, he has spray painted Leanne, a Los 
Angeles hotel maid, pulling up the bottom of the painting to sweep 
underneath.Rather than being a slur on Hirst?s work,Keep it Spotlesswas 
actually a collaboration between the two. Or at least, that is what we?re 
told. 

Interestingly, many people are convinced Banksy and Hirst are one and 
the same. Whether that is true or not we may never know, but what is 
certain is that the painting became the artist?s most expensive piece up 
to that point when it was sold in 2008 for £1,300,000, obliterating the 
reserve price of £200,000 to £300,000.

Keep It Spotless
£1,300,000

Mona Lisa
£756,800

It?s not the first time the most recognizable face in art history has been 
co-opted by modern day greats. Andy Warhol?s multi-coloured 
duplicates emerged in the 60s, and Banksy first stamped Da Vinci?s 
masterpiece with his own interpretation in 2000. That was the year he 
left his native Bristol and settled in London, the start of a hugely prolific 
period that saw him take the art world by storm.

In this rendition, La Gioconda is portrayed with that smile still intact, 
but she has an ominous target on her forehead and is clutching a 
rocket launcher.

The 120 x 120 cm spray painted stencil original sold in 2008 for 
£756,800 (including buyer?s premium).

The Mona Lisa has become a recurring theme for Banksy, with the 
artist producing numerous variations over the years, perhaps most 
notably in 2004 when he hung his own version in the Louvre, with an 
Acid House yellow smiley taking the place of the timeless subject?s face.

Just last year, the value of Banksy?s work entered an entirely new level altogether, when Devolved Parliament 
sold for an incredible £9,879,500.

The oil on canvas painting, measuring some 13-feet in length, shows the House of Commons overrun by 
chimpanzees, in a derisive, Dystopian observation on British politics.

It is a reworking of an image Banksy created over a decade ago, given a darker, more pessimistic bent. The 
subtle changes include the extinguishing of the lamps around the great vaulted room, and a banana being 
clutched by one primate in the foreground now facing down rather than up.

Devolved Parliament
£9,879,500

This version exhibited in the Bristol Museum, debuting on the 29th March 2019, the date originally marked for Britain?s exit from the EU.

Like the Mona Lisa, chimpanzees have featured in Banksy?s work more than once. Laugh Now from 2002 is probably the best known, showing a servile 
ape wearing a sandwich board with, ?Laugh now, but one day we?ll be in charge? stencilled on it.

But Devolved Parliament, a vicious criticism on the tumultuous state of government in contemporary Britain, is perhaps Banksy?s most pertinent piece 
to date, and its soaring price is likely to set a new standard for the artist?s work at auction.

From humble beginnings, Banksy is now very much part of the mainstream, yet has remained as surprising and inventive as ever.
His anonymity has only served to strengthen the fanfare around his work, and his increasingly iconic status has seen him named alongside notables 
as diverse as The Beatles, William Shakespeare and the Queen as being the most representative of U.K. culture.
The sums his art now attains make him a phenomenon, with even limited run prints costing well into six figures. For those in possession, annual 
valuations are vitally important.

One of the most investment-worthy artists at work today, we will have to wait to see what he brings us next.
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